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The present invention provides a container opening/closing
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container comprises a container body including an opening
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ing portion for holding the lid and a pressing mechanism. The
opening/closing mechanism opens and closes the opening by
moving the holding portion between a closing position and an
open position. The pressing mechanism presses a peripheral
edge of the holding portion toward the container body when
the opening/closing mechanism moves the lid from the open
position to the closing position.
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1
CONTAINER OPENING/CLOSING DEVICE

This application is a continuation of International Patent
Application No. PCT/JP2012/003107 filed on May 11, 2012,
and claims priority to Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-
150328 filed on Jul. 6, 2011, the entire content of both of
which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a container opening/clos-
ing device for opening and closing a lid of a container.

2. Description of the Related Art

A wafer transporting container such as an FOUP (Front-
Opening Unified Pod) or FOSB (Front Open Shipping Box)
includes an opening/closing mechanism provided in a load
port, and wafers are loaded into or unloaded from the con-
tainer by opening and closing a door forming the 1id of the
container by using this opening/closing mechanism. To pre-
vent the removal of the door and the falling of wafers inside
the container from it during the transportation of the con-
tainer, itis necessary to reliably close the door at the load port.
Therefore, a device for checking whether the door is properly
closed has been proposed (Japanese Patent Laid-Open Nos.
2008-100635, 2009-200200 and 2009-239004).

For the FOUP and FOSB, the upper limit of a force
required to close the door is defined by the SEMI standards.
Manufacturers of the FOUP and FOSB design them so that
the door can be closed by a force not exceeding the upper limit
defined by the SEMI standards. Based on the upper limit
defined by the SEMI standards, therefore, a load port manu-
facturer designs the opening/closing mechanism so that the
door can reliably be closed.

Since the sizes of wafers more and more increase, it has
become necessary to close the door of a container such as the
FOUP or FOSB containing wafers by using a larger force in
order to fix and hold large-sized wafers. Consequently, the
upper limit defined by the SEMI standards also change in
accordance with the size of a wafer.

When the wafer size is 300 mm that has been the most
popular size, the upper limits of the SEMI standards produce
no large difference between the FOUP and FOSB. Accord-
ingly, the load port opening/closing device is often designed
based on the upper limit of the FOSB, and made usable for
both the FOSB and FOUP.

When the wafer size is 450 mm, however, the upper limits
of the SEMI standards have a large difference between the
FOUP and FOSB. When the load port opening/closing device
is designed based on the upper limit of the FOSB, the device
is over-engineered for the FOUP, and the cost increases
because the driving force is large. The ratio of FOUPs is
generally higher than that of FOSBs as containers manufac-
tured in a single factory. Therefore, the installation cost
increases if the FOSB load port is used as the FOUP load port.
By contrast, when the load port opening/closing device is
designed based on the upper limit of the FOUP and used for
the opening/closing of the FOSB, a door closing error may
occur due to the insufficiency of the driving force.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Itis an object of the present invention to provide a container
opening/closing device capable of more reliably closing a lid
without increasing the driving force of an opening/closing
mechanism.
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2

According to the present invention, there is provided a
container opening/closing device for opening and closing a
lid of a container, the container comprising a container body
and the lid, the container body including an opening through
which a workpiece is loaded and unloaded, the lid being
detachably attached to the opening and closing the opening,
the device comprising: an opening/closing mechanism which
includes a holding portion for holding the lid, the opening/
closing mechanism opening and closing the opening by mov-
ing the holding portion between a closing position at which
the lid closes the opening, and an open position at which the
lid is separated from the opening; and a pressing mechanism
which presses a peripheral edge of the holding portion toward
the container body when the opening/closing mechanism
moves the lid from the open position to the closing position.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments (with reference to the attached drawings).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic side sectional view of a container
opening/closing device according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2A is a view for explaining the holding surface of a
holding portion;

FIG. 2B is a view for explaining the operation of a pressing
mechanism;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a controller;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing an example of control to be
executed by the controller;

FIG. 5A is a view for explaining the operation of the
container opening/closing device;

FIG. 5B is a view for explaining the operation of the con-
tainer opening/closing device;

FIG. 5C is a view for explaining the operation of the con-
tainer opening/closing device;

FIG. 6A is a view for explaining a pressing mechanism of
another embodiment;

FIG. 6B is a view for explaining a pressing mechanism of
still another embodiment;

FIG. 7A is a view for explaining a pressing mechanism of
still another embodiment;

FIG. 7B is a view for explaining a pressing mechanism of
this embodiment;

FIG. 8A is a view for explaining a pressing mechanism of
this embodiment;

FIG. 8B is a view for explaining a pressing mechanism of
this embodiment;

FIG. 9A is a view for explaining a pressing mechanism of
this embodiment;

FIG. 9B is a view for explaining a pressing mechanism of
this embodiment;

FIG. 10A is a view for explaining a pressing mechanism of
still another embodiment; and

FIG. 10B is a view for explaining a pressing mechanism of
this embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS
First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a schematic side sectional view of a container
opening/closing device A according to an embodiment of the
present invention. In this embodiment, the container opening/
closing device of the present invention is applied to a load port
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for opening and closing an FOUP or FOSB. Referring to FIG.
1, Z indicates the vertical direction, and X indicates the hori-
zontal direction.

A container 100 is an FOUP or FOSB, and includes a boxy
container body 101 having on its side an opening 102 through
which a wafer W as a workpiece is loaded and unloaded, and
a lid (door) 103 which is detachably attached to the opening
102 and closes it. Note that FIG. 1 shows a state in which the
lid 103 is opened by the container opening/closing device A
and positioned in an open position.

The container opening/closing device A includes a wall
member 1, mounting portion 2, opening/closing mechanism
3, and pressing mechanism 4. The wall member 1 is a plate-
like member that includes a surface 1a and a surface 14
opposite to the surface 1a, and extends in the Z direction. The
wall member 1 includes a hole 11 which opens in the hori-
zontal direction and through which the lid 103 can pass, and
a slit 12 for avoiding interference with the opening/closing
mechanism 3.

The container body 100 is mounted on the mounting por-
tion 2 such that the opening 102 faces the hole 11 as shown in
FIG. 1, and a robot (not shown) positioned on the surface 15
side can access the wafers W in the container body 101
through the hole 11 and opening 102.

The mounting portion 2 is provided like a table on the
surface 1a side with respect to the wall member 1. The mount-
ing portion 2 has a movable dock plate 21 on which the
container 100 is mounted, and the dock plate 21 is moved by
a moving mechanism (not shown) in the X direction between
a position (the position shown in FIG. 1) close to the hole 11
of'the wall member 1, and a position far from the hole 11. The
dock plate 21 is moved to the position far from the hole 11
while the container 100 is being transported, and to the posi-
tion close to the hole 11 while the container 100 is being
opened or closed or is kept open.

The opening/closing mechanism 3 includes a holding por-
tion (port door) 30 for holding the lid 103, and a moving
mechanism 31 that moves the holding portion 30 between a
closing position at which the lid 103 closes the opening 102
and an open position (the position shown in FIG. 1) at which
the 1id 103 is separated from the opening 103, and opens and
closes the opening 102. In this embodiment, the open position
is a position at which the lid 103 has moved away from the
closing position in the X direction and has moved down in the
Z direction.

The holding portion 30 includes a holding surface 301
opposing the lid 103, and a surface (to be referred to as a
surface to be held hereinafter) 302 opposite to the holding
surface 301. FIG. 2A is a view for explaining the holding
surface 301. In this embodiment, the holding portion 30 is a
rectangle, and has the same shape and size as those of the lid
103. The holding surface 301 includes suction portions 303
that detachably attach to the lid 103 by suction. The suction
portions 303 are, for example, suction pads. The holding
surface 301 also includes key portions 304 for operating a
mechanism for engaging the container body 101 and 1id 103.
The key portions 304 are provided so as to engage with an
engaging mechanism provided on the lid 103 in a state in
which the 1id 103 is held on the holding surface 301, and
switch engagement and disengagement between the lid 103
and container 101 by pivotal motions.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the moving mechanism 31
includes a connecting portion 32 for connecting the moving
mechanism 31 and holding portion 30, a vertical moving
mechanism 33 for vertically moving the holding portion 30
through the connecting portion 32, and a horizontal moving
mechanism 34 for moving the holding portion 30 in the X
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4

direction through the connecting portion 32, thereby moving
the holding portion 30 back and forth with respect to the hole
11.

The connecting portion 32 has an upper portion connected
to the lower portion of the holding portion 30, and a lower
portion supported by a stage member 331 so as to be slideable
in the X direction. In this embodiment, the horizontal moving
mechanism 34 is an electric cylinder mounted on the stage
member 331, and moves the holding portion 30 in the X
direction through the connecting portion 32 by the horizontal
movement of a rod portion of the horizontal moving mecha-
nism 34.

The vertical moving mechanism 33 includes the stage
member 331, and a rail member 332 for guiding the vertical
movement of the stage member 331 by engaging with it. A
ball nut 331a is rotatably attached to the stage member 331. A
ball screw shaft 334 threadably engages with the ball nut 331«
to form a ball screw mechanism, and also passes through the
stage member 331. A motor 333 is connected to the lower end
portion of the ball screw shaft 334, and rotates the ball screw
shaft 334. Consequently, the stage member 331 vertically
moves, so the holding portion 30 can vertically be moved in
the Z direction through the connecting portion 32.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2B, the pressing mechanism 4 is
a mechanism for pressing the peripheral edge of the holding
portion 30 toward the container body 101 when the opening/
closing mechanism 3 moves the lid 103 from the open posi-
tion to the closing position. In this embodiment, the pressing
mechanism 4 includes an [.-shaped bracket 41, a driving unit
42 supported by the bracket 41, an arm member 43 that is
connected to the driving unit 42 and pivots on a horizontal
plane, and a pressing portion 44 supported by the arm mem-
ber 43.

The driving unit 42 includes a driving source 42a such as a
motor, and a speed reducer 425 for reducing the output from
the driving source 42a. One end portion of the arm member 43
is attached to the output shaft of the speed reducer 425. The
driving force ofthe driving source 42a pivots the arm member
43, thereby giving a pressing driving force to the pressing
portion 44. In this embodiment, the pressing portion 44 is a
roller member, and rotatably attached to the other end portion
of the arm member 43.

The pressing portion 44 is positioned on the peripheral
edge of the hole 11 on the surface 15 side of the wall member
1, and moves, by the pivotal motion of the arm member 43,
between a standby position indicated by the alternate long
and two short dashed lines in FIG. 2B and a pressing position
indicated by the solid lines in FIG. 2B. Since the pressing
portion 44 is positioned on the peripheral edge of the hole 11,
it is possible to prevent interference between the pressing
portion 44 and a robot (not shown) for loading and unloading
the wafer W.

During the process of moving from the standby position to
the pressing position, the pressing portion 44 presses the
upper peripheral edge of the surface 302 to be held of the
holding portion 30. Consequently, the upper edge of the lid
103 held by the holding portion 30 is also pressed toward the
container body 101, and this makes the closing more reliable.

Note that it is also possible to install a position sensor for
sensing whether the pressing portion 44 is in the standby
position or pressing position. An example of this position
sensor is a photosensor (photointerrupter) for sensing a piece
to be sensed provided on the arm member 43, and the sensor
can be supported by the bracket 41.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a controller 110 of the con-
tainer opening/closing device A. The controller 110 includes
a processing unit 111 such as a CPU, a storage unit 112 such
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as a RAM or ROM, and an interface unit 113 for interfacing
an external device and the processing unit 111. The interface
unit 113 includes a communication interface for communi-
cating with a higher-rank computer such as a host computer
(not shown) or a peripheral device (not shown).

The processing unit 111 executes a program stored in the
storage unit 112, and controls various actuators 114 based on
sensing results from various sensors 115 or an instruction
from the host computer. The various sensors 115 include a
position sensor of the pressing portion 44, Z- and X-direction
position sensors of the holding portion 30, a position sensor of
the dock plate 21, and a presence/absence sensor of the con-
tainer 100.

The actuators 114 include the driving source 42a, the
motor 333, the horizontal moving mechanism (DC motor
(servo motor)) 34, a driving source of the moving mechanism
of'the dock plate 21, and a driving source of the mechanism of
pivoting the key portions 304. Especially when moving the
holding portion 30 from the open position to the closing
position, the processing unit 111 synchronizes the movement
of'the 1id 103 by the moving mechanism 31 with the pressing
on the holding portion 30 by the pressing portion 44, thereby
closing the lid 103 more reliably. An example of this control
will be explained below with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5A to
5C. FIG. 4 is a flowchart of an example of control to be
executed by the controller 110 when closing the lid 103.
FIGS. 5A to 5C are views for explaining the operation of the
container opening/closing device A.

‘When moving the holding portion 30 shown in FIG. 1 from
the open position to the closing position, the processing unit
111 first performs control for raising the holding portion 30
while the pressing portion 44 is positioned in the standby
position (step S1 in FI1G. 4). More specifically, the processing
unit 111 causes the vertical moving mechanism 33 to raise the
stage member 331, thereby raising the holding portion 30 to a
height at which the lid 103 opposes the opening 102 of the
container body 101, as shown in FIG. 5A. The processing unit
111 obtains the sensing result from the Z-direction position
sensor of the holding portion 30, and checks whether the rise
of'the holding portion 30 is complete (step S2 in FI1G. 4). If the
completion is confirmed, the processing unit 111 stops the
vertical moving mechanism 33, and advances to processes in
steps S3 and S4 of FIG. 4. Note that if the completion of the
rise of the holding portion 30 cannot be confirmed within a
predetermined time, error processing or the like is prepro-
vided.

Then, in step S3, the processing unit 111 causes the hori-
zontal moving mechanism 34 to move the holding portion 30
in the X direction (toward the container body 101) and move
the holding portion 30 to the closing position, thereby closing
the opening 102 with the 1id 103. In step S4, the processing
unit 111 drives the driving unit 42 of the pressing mechanism
4 in synchronism with the driving of the actuator of the
horizontal moving mechanism 34. By this synchronized driv-
ing (or almost synchronized driving), the arm member 43
pivots, and the pressing portion 44 abuts against the surface
302 to be held of the holding portion 30. By thus driving the
horizontal moving mechanism 34 while the pressing portion
44 is pressing (supporting) the surface 302 to be held, the
holding portion 30 and lid 103 are moved to the closing
position as they are kept vertical, as shown in FIG. 5B.

The processing unit 111 obtains the sensing results from
the X-direction position sensor of the holding portion 30 and
the position sensor of the pressing portion 44, and checks
whether the movement of the holding portion 30 to the clos-
ing position is complete (step S5 in FIG. 4). If this is con-
firmed, the processing unit 111 stops the horizontal moving
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mechanism 34 and driving unit 42, and advances to a process
in step S6 of FIG. 4. Note that if this cannot be confirmed
within a predetermined time, error processing or the like is
performed.

When the arm member 43 completely pivots (through, for
example, 180°) in the pressing mechanism 4 and the pressing
portion 44 moves to the pressing position as shown in FIG.
5C, the 1id 103, particularly, the upper portion of the 1id 103 is
pressed toward the container body 101, so the lid 103 more
reliably closes the opening 102.

In step S6 of FIG. 4, the processing unit 111 drives the
driving source of the mechanism for pivoting the key portions
304, thereby pivoting the key portions 304 and engaging the
1id 103 with the container body 101. Consequently, the 1id 103
and container body 101 are locked. Thus, the processing of
one unit is complete.

Note that a procedure of moving the holding portion 30
from the closing position to the open position in order to open
the opening 102 is, of course, the reverse of the above-men-
tioned procedure. Note also that the pressing mechanism 4
may also be driven after the movement of the 1id 103 to the
closing position is complete, instead of performing this driv-
ing in synchronism with the movement of the holding portion
30.

In the embodiment as described above, the lid 103 can be
closed more reliably by using the pressing mechanism 4.
More specifically, since the holding portion 30 and 1id 103 are
moved to the closing position as they are held vertical, it is
possible to avoid the occurrence of a state in which only one
side ofthe 1id 103 is closed and the other side is kept unclosed.
That is, the 1id 103 is closed as it is held upright, and this
reduces the possibility of the occurrence of a lid closing error.
In this embodiment, the horizontal moving force of the whole
lid 103 is not increased by increasing the driving force of the
opening/closing mechanism 3, and the pressing mechanism 4
locally presses the peripheral edge of the holding portion 30.
This can prevent an increase in cost. For example, even when
the driving force of the moving mechanism 31 (especially the
horizontal moving mechanism 34) is set for an FOUP, the
device can be used as a container opening/closing device for
an FOSB because the pressing mechanism 4 is provided.

Also, the pressing mechanism 4 is fixed to the wall member
1 through the bracket 41. This facilitates, for example, selec-
tively installing the pressing mechanism 4 in the container
opening/closing device A for an FOSB, and not installing the
pressing mechanism 4 in the container opening/closing
device A for an FOUP.

In this embodiment, the pressing portion 44 presses the
upper peripheral edge of the holding portion 30. However, a
portion to be pressed is not limited to this portion, and it is also
possible to press the left peripheral edge and/or the right
peripheral edge of the holding portion 30.

In this embodiment, however, the lower portion of the
holding portion 30 is connected to the moving mechanism 31.
This sometimes weakens the pressing force in the upper por-
tion of the holding portion 30, and may make the closing of
the lid 103 insufficient in the upper portion of the lid 103.
Accordingly, a closing error can reliably be avoided with a
smaller pressing force by using the arrangement in which the
pressing portion 44 presses the upper peripheral edge of the
holding portion 30.

Furthermore, the pressing mechanism 4 presses one por-
tion in this embodiment, but it is also possible to press a
plurality of portions of the holding portion 30. In this case, it
is possible to use the same driving unit 42 or different driving
units.
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Second Embodiment

In the above-mentioned first embodiment, the pressing
portion 44 is moved between the standby position and press-
ing position as it is pivoted on a horizontal plane. However,
the pressing portion 44 may also be pivoted on a vertical
plane. FIG. 6 A shows an example.

A pressing mechanism 4A shown in FIG. 6A includes a
bracket 41A for axially supporting a driving shaft 45A fixed
to a wall member 1, and a U-shaped arm member 43A con-
nected to the driving shaft 45A, and a distal end portion of the
arm member 43 A, which is not connected to the driving shaft
45A, forms a pressing portion 44A. The driving shaft 45A is
extended in the horizontal direction, and pivoted by a driving
unit (not shown). Like the driving unit 42 in the first embodi-
ment, this driving unit is driven in synchronism with the
driving of an actuator of a horizontal moving mechanism 34.
When the driving shaft 45A is pivoted, the arm member 43A
pivots between a standby position indicated by the alternate
long and two short dashed lines and a pressing position indi-
cated by the solid lines, and the pressing portion 44 A pivots
on a vertical plane (the X-Z plane). Examples of the driving
unit are a servo motor and rotary cylinder.

Third Embodiment

The pressing portions 44 and 44 A are pivoted in the above-
mentioned first and second embodiments, but they may also
be translated. FIG. 6B shows an example.

A pressing mechanism 4B shown in FIG. 6B includes an
actuator 42B supported on a wall member 1, and an arm
member 43B. The actuator 42B is, for example, an electric
cylinder or air cylinder, and moves the arm member 43B in a
direction (the X direction) indicated by the arrows. Like the
driving unit 42 in the first embodiment, the actuator 42B is
driven in synchronism with the driving of an actuator of a
horizontal moving mechanism 34. The distal end portion of
the arm member 43B forms a pressing portion 44B. When the
actuator 42B is driven, the arm member 43B moves back and
forth between a standby position indicated by the alternate
long and two short dashed lines and a pressing position indi-
cated by the solid lines, and the pressing portion 44B presses
a surface 302 to be held of a holding portion 30. Other
examples of the driving unit are an electric cylinder, air cyl-
inder, ball screw, and rotary cylinder.

Fourth Embodiment

Another example of the pressing mechanism will further
be explained. A pressing mechanism 4C shown in FIG. 7A
includes a projecting portion 4Ca, and a guide portion 46C
provided on a wall member 1. In this embodiment, a counter-
force that moves a holding portion 30 toward a container body
101 is given to the projecting portion 4Ca by abutting it
against a cam surface 46Ca of the guide portion 46C, thereby
pressing the upper peripheral edge of the holding portion 30.

A driving mechanism installed inside the holding portion
30 moves the projecting portion 4Ca in a direction (the Z
direction) parallel to the surface direction of a holding surface
301, and the projecting portion 4Ca projects from the holding
portion 30. This driving mechanism will be explained with
reference to FIG. 7B.

A lock mechanism 5 actuates a driving mechanism 4Cb.
The lock mechanism 5 pivots key portions 304, and switches
engagement and disengagement between a lid 103 and the
container body 101. First, the arrangement of the lock mecha-
nism 5 will be explained.
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The lock mechanism 5 includes a motor 51 as a driving
source. A worm is attached to the output shaft of the motor 51,
and forms a worm gear by meshing with a worm wheel 53.
The worm wheel 53 is connected to link members 54 in a
position eccentric from the rotational center. The key portions
304 are respectively connected to the link members 54.
Whenever the motor 51 rotates the worm wheel 53 through
180°, therefore, the key portions 304 pivot 90° to switch
engagement and disengagement between the 1lid 103 and con-
tainer body 101.

In this embodiment, the projecting portion 4Ca includes a
pressing bar 43C extending in a direction parallel to the
surface direction of the holding surface 301, and a cam fol-
lower 44C axially supported by the upper end portion of the
pressing bar 43C so as to be rotatable.

The driving mechanism 4Cb includes a guide member
42Ca for guiding the movement of the pressing bar 43C in the
Z direction, and a cam mechanism provided on the lower end
portion of the pressing bar 43C. The guide member 42Ca is
fixed to the holding portion 30. The cam mechanism includes
a plate cam 42Cb and cam follower 42Cc. The plate cam
42Cb is concentrically connected to the worm wheel 53 and
rotates in synchronism with the rotation of the worm wheel
53, and a cam surface is provided on the circumferential
surface of the plate cam 42Cb. The cam follower 42Cc is
axially supported by the lower end portion of the pressing bar
43C s0 as to be rotatable, and abutted against the cam surface
of the plate cam 42Cb.

The plate cam 42Cb has a portion in which the distance
from the rotation center to the cam surface continuously
changes, and can move, by using this portion, the pressing bar
43C in the Z direction by the rotation of the plate cam 42Cb.

Note that the cam mechanism using the plate cam 42Cb
actuates the projecting portion 4Ca in this embodiment, but a
cam mechanism of another kind may also be used, and it is
also possible to move the projecting portion 4Ca by using a
mechanism other than the cam mechanism.

Since the lock mechanism 5 actuates the driving mecha-
nism 4Cb, the pressing mechanism 4C can perform pressing
and can release pressing in synchronism with engagement
and disengagement between the 1id 103 and container body
101. An operation example will be explained below with
reference to FIGS. 8A, 8B, 9A, and 9B.

FIG. 8A shows a state in which the holding portion 30 is
positioned in the closing position by an opening/closing
mechanism 3. FIG. 8 A exaggerates the degree that an opening
102 is insufficiently closed by the 1id 103. The projecting
portion 4Ca is positioned in the standby position far from the
guide portion 46C.

The motor 51 of the lock mechanism 5 is driven from the
state shown in FI1G. 8 A, and the key portions 304 start switch-
ing the engagement state between the lid 103 and container
body 101 from disengagement to engagement. Since the
motor 51 is driven, the driving mechanism 4Cb also operates
to raise the projecting portion 4Ca. FIG. 8B shows a state in
which the projecting portion 4Ca is rising. The cam follower
44C abuts against the cam surface 46Ca of the guide portion
46C, and receives a counterforce in a direction normal to the
cam surface 46Ca. This counterforce is transmitted to the
body of the holding portion 30 through the guide member
42Ca, and moves the holding portion 30 (particularly its
upper edge) toward the container body 101. The cam surface
46Ca forms an inclined surface inclining from a vertical plane
so that the direction normal to the cam surface 46Ca is
directed to the downward direction in the direction of the
container body 101, and guides the cam follower 44C so that
the holding portion 30 moves toward the container body 101.
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FIG. 9A shows a state in which the rise of the projecting
portion 4Ca has advanced. The holding portion 30 has moved
toward the container body 101. FIG. 9B shows a state in
which the rise of the projecting portion 4Ca is complete. In
this state, the holding portion 30 is in a position closest to the
container body 101, and the 1id 103 is in a position where the
opening 102 is completely closed. Conversely, the shapes and
moving amounts of the cam surface 46Ca and projecting
portion 4Ca are designed so that the lid 103 is in the position
where the opening 102 is completely closed. Also, the cam
surface of the plate cam 42Cb is designed such that the rise of
the projecting portion 4Ca is complete before the key portions
304 complete the switching from the disengaged state to the
engaged state between the 1id 103 and container body 101.

In this embodiment, it is thus possible to reliably close the
1id 103. Also, in this embodiment, the pressing mechanism 4C
is operated by using the driving force of the lock mechanism
5. Since no new additional actuator is necessary, an increase
in cost can be reduced. Note that the pressing mechanism 4C
is provided near the upper edge portion of the holding portion
30 in this embodiment, but the pressing mechanism 4C may
also be provided near the side edge portion, and it is also
possible to form a plurality of mechanisms.

Furthermore, this embodiment has been explained by tak-
ing an example using the actuator of the lock mechanism 5,
but the present invention is not limited to this. For example,
the projecting portion 4Ca may also be raised by operating the
driving mechanism 4Cb by using another actuator. In this
case, itis possible to use an electric cylinder or the like instead
of the cam mechanism.

Fifth Embodiment

Another example of the pressing mechanism will be
explained with reference to FIGS. 10A and 10B. A pressing
mechanism 4D shown in FIG. 10A includes a projecting
portion 43D obliquely projecting from the upper portion of a
holding portion 30 toward its back surface side (a side oppo-
site to a container body 101), and an engaging portion 46D
provided on a wall member 1. Note that the holding portion 30
is positioned in an open position in FIG. 10A.

In this embodiment, a connecting portion 32 has a hinge
321, and supports the holding portion 30 so that it can incline
toward the wall member 1 within a predetermined range. A
maximum inclination angle of the holding portion 30 can also
physically be regulated by the arrangement (for example, a
stopper) of the hinge 321. Also, the holding portion 30 can be
inclined by the hinge 321 in this embodiment, but the holding
portion 30 can also elastically be inclined by an elastic mem-
ber (for example, a leaf spring).

In this embodiment, the projecting portion 43D is a rod-
like member, and a cam follower 43D1 is provided at the
distal end portion of the projecting portion 43D. The project-
ing portion 43D is fixed to the holding portion 30. The pro-
jecting portion 43D is preferably made of a highly rigid
material such as a metal material. The projecting portion 43D
may also be provided to freely incline toward the back surface
side. In this case, it is favorable to form a stopper that defines
an inclination limit to the back surface. In addition, it is also
possible to form the projecting portion 43D by using a flexible
material, and allow the projecting portion 43D to freely bend
toward the back surface.

The engaging portion 46D is provided above ahole 11 in a
surface 15 of the wall member 1. In this embodiment, the
engaging portion 46D has an opening (groove) that opens
downward so that the distal end portion of the projecting
portion 43D can be inserted and removed. The engaging
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portion 46D can have any shape as long as the distal end
portion of the projecting portion 43D can be inserted and
removed and can be engaged.

Next, a pressing operation performed by the pressing
mechanism 4D of this embodiment will be explained. From
the state shown in FIG. 10A in which the holding portion 30
is in the open position, a vertical moving mechanism 33 first
raises a stage member 331. The holding portion 30 rises as it
inclines toward the wall member 1.

The holding portion 30 rises to a position where it opposes
the hole 11 as indicated by the alternate long and two short
dashed lines in FIG. 10A, and the cam follower 43D1 of the
projecting portion 43D is inserted into the engaging portion
46D. In this stage, the cam follower 43D1 does not abut
against an inner wall 46D1 of the engaging portion 46D.
Then, a horizontal moving mechanism 34 is driven to move
the holding portion 30 in the X direction toward a closing
position. Consequently, the upper portion of the 1lid 103
deeply enters the opening 102, and subsequently the lower
portion of the lid 103 enters the opening 102. As the lower
portion of the 1id 103 starts entering the opening 102 and the
holding portion 30 becomes close to a vertical state, the
projecting portion 43D inclines toward the back surface.
Accordingly, the cam follower 43D1 abuts against the inner
wall 46D1 of the engaging portion 46D, and the projecting
portion 43D and engaging portion 46D are completely
engaged.

After that, the projecting portion 43D functions as a bearer
bar, and the pressing force from the projecting portion 43D
regulates the upper portion of the holding portion 30 from
moving in a direction away from the hole 11.

As a consequence, it is possible to guide the upper portion
of the holding portion 30 to the position where the opening
102 is more reliably closed. In addition, as shown in FIG.
10B, the inclining holding portion 30 stands up, so the whole
holding portion 30 closes the opening 102.

In this embodiment as described above, the 1id 103 can be
closed more reliably by using the pressing mechanism 4D. In
this embodiment, an increase in cost can be reduced because
the pressing mechanism 4D itself does not have its own driv-
ing source. Note that it is also possible to form a plurality of
projecting portions 43D in the widthwise direction of the
holding portion 30.

The present invention is not limited to the above-described
embodiments, and various changes and modifications can be
made within the spirit and scope of the present invention.
Therefore, to apprise the public of the scope of the present
invention, the following claims are made.

What is claimed is:

1. The A container opening/closing device for opening and
closing a lid of a container, the container comprising a con-
tainer body and the lid, the container body including an open-
ing through which a workpiece is loaded and unloaded, the lid
being detachably attached to the opening and closing the
opening, said device comprising:

an opening/closing mechanism which includes a holding

portion for holding said lid, said opening/closing
mechanism opening and closing the opening by moving
said holding portion between a closing position at which
said lid closes the opening, and an open position at
which said lid is separated from the opening; and

a pressing mechanism which presses a peripheral edge of

said holding portion toward said container body when
said opening/closing mechanism moves said lid from
the open position to the closing position, wherein

said pressing mechanism comprises:

a driving source which generates a driving force;
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an arm member which is connected to said driving source
and is movable by the driving force toward a surface of
said holding portion, which surface is opposite to a lid
holding side of said holding portion; and

a pressing portion which is supported by said arm member

at one end of said arm member,
said pressing portion contacts with the surface of said
holding portion and presses the surface toward said con-
tainer body by a movement of said arm member,

wherein said arm member is pivotable on a horizontal
plane.

2. The container opening/closing device according to claim
1, further comprising:

awall member extending in a vertical direction and includ-

ing a hole which opens in a horizontal direction and
through which said lid passes; and

amounting portion which is provided on a first surface side

of said wall member, and on which said container is
mounted such that the opening of said container body
opposes the hole,

wherein said pressing mechanism is provided on a second

surface side of said wall member, which is opposite to
the first surface.

3. The container opening/closing device according to claim
1, further comprising a controller which controls movement
of'said lid by said opening/closing mechanism and movement
of said arm member by said driving source in synchronism
with each other.

4. A container opening/closing device for opening and
closing a lid of a container, the container comprising a con-
tainer body and the lid, the container body including an open-
ing through which a workpiece is loaded and unloaded, the lid
being detachably attached to the opening and closing the
opening, said device comprising:

an opening/closing mechanism which includes a holding

portion for holding said lid, said opening/closing
mechanism opening and closing the opening by moving
said holding portion between a closing position at which
said lid closes the opening, and an open position at
which said lid is separated from the opening; and

a pressing mechanism which presses a peripheral edge of

said holding portion toward said container body when
said opening/closing mechanism moves said lid from
the open position to the closing position, wherein

said pressing mechanism comprises:

a driving source which generates a driving force;

an arm member which is connected to said driving source

and is movable by the driving force toward a surface of
said holding portion, which surface is opposite to a lid
holding side of said holding portion; and

a pressing portion which is supported by said arm member

at one end of said arm member,
said pressing portion contacts with the surface of said
holding portion and presses the surface toward said con-
tainer body by a movement of said arm member,

wherein said arm member is pivotable about a horizontal
axis.

5. The container opening/closing device according to claim
4, further comprising:

awall member extending in a vertical direction and includ-

ing a hole which opens in a horizontal direction and
through which said lid passes; and
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amounting portion which is provided on a first surface side
of said wall member, and on which said container is
mounted such that the opening of said container body
opposes the hole,

wherein said pressing mechanism is provided on a second
surface side of said wall member, which is opposite to
the first surface.

6. The container opening/closing device according to claim

4, further comprising a controller which controls movement
of'said lid by said opening/closing mechanism and movement
of said arm member by said driving source in synchronism
with each other.

7. A container opening/closing device for opening and
closing a lid of a container, the container comprising a con-
tainer body and the lid, the container body including an open-
ing through which a workpiece is loaded and unloaded, the lid
being detachably attached to the opening and closing the
opening, said device comprising:

an opening/closing mechanism which includes a holding
portion for holding said lid and a first driving source,
said opening/closing mechanism opening and closing,
by said first driving source, the opening by moving said
holding portion between a closing position at which said
lid closes the opening, and an open position at which
said 1id is separated from the opening; and

a pressing mechanism which presses a peripheral edge of
said holding portion toward said container body when
said opening/closing mechanism moves said lid from
the open position to the closing position, wherein

said pressing mechanism comprises:

a second driving source which generates a driving force;

an arm member which is connected to said second driving
source and is movable by the driving force toward a
surface of said holding portion, which surface is oppo-
site to a lid holding side of said holding portion; and

a pressing portion which is supported by said arm member
at one end of said arm member,

said pressing portion contacts with the surface of said
holding portion and presses the surface toward said con-
tainer body by a movement of said arm member,

wherein said arm member is movable in a horizontal ori-
entation.

8. The container opening/closing device according to claim

7, further comprising:

a wall member extending in a vertical direction and includ-
ing a hole which opens in a horizontal direction and
through which said lid passes; and

amounting portion which is provided on a first surface side
of said wall member, and on which said container is
mounted such that the opening of said container body
opposes the hole,

wherein said pressing mechanism is provided on a second
surface side of said wall member, which is opposite to
the first surface.

9. The container opening/closing device according to claim

7, further comprising a controller which controls movement
of'said lid by said opening/closing mechanism and movement
of said arm member by said second driving source in syn-
chronism with each other.
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